Emil Tyden, Inventive Genius

- Behind Hastings’ Growth, Dies

HASTINGS — Emil Tyden, the
-8wedish immigrant boy who in a
shalf-century transformed Hastings
from a quiet agricultural town into
-8 busy industrial city, is dead.

" Taken ill at his home at 301 South
Park last Sunday, Mr. Tyden, 86,
.died’ at 4:55 p. m. Friday in Pen-
“nock hospital where he was ad-
mitted Tuesday morning.

Active to Last

' Until the last he had been active,
continuing as president of the Na-
‘tional, Bank of Hastings and of
three ' industrial corporations he
founded, the International Seal and
Lock Corp., the Viking Corp. and
"the Viking Equipment Co.

' ‘Horatio Alger, popular boys’ au-
thor at the turn of the century,
 might have written one of his great-
est success stories about the life of
Emil Tyden—if he could have per-
suaded the industrialist to talk. But
an Enquirer and News reporter in-

i| terviewed the Hastings man Tour
| years ago and discovered he was
an easy, pleasant conversationalist
about most any subject except his
own achievements. He was modest,
almost to the point of embarrass-
ment whenever his own accomplish-
ments were mentioned.

Yet Mr. Tyden, who came to the
United States from a Swedish farm
at.the age of 17, discovered his own
%nventive genius which gave Hast-
ings the industries mentioned above
plus.the E. W. Bliss Manufactur-
7ng. Co., now the city’s largest con-
.cern and nationally known, actually
“walked with kings nor lost the
common touch.”

t Came to U. S. in 1882
.. Born Jan, 13, 1865 in Flisby parish
of:Smaland, Sweden, he came to the

United States in 1882 and went di- |

rectly to a Swedish settlement at
Moline, Ill., where he obtained em-
ployment with the Moline Cabinet

Organ Co. Three years later he was |*

hired.by-the Kimball Piano & Organ
Co.;"at Chicago, and while working
there invented an improvement for
l:.the.corn planter then used by farm-
Iers.' As a result,
i Harvester Co. took him into its ex-
perimental department.

’By.1892 he had become successful
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enough to afford the first of 14/
visits*back to his native Sweden and |.
when he returned a year later he ac-
L.cepted. the position of land agent for
the ;-Umon Pacific railroad.. It was
his_job to secure homestead settlers
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for section crews and hedrecruited
them from Illinois, JTowa and Neb-
raska, interesting many Swedes,
whom he organized into a colony

1| Falls. .

Most of the acreage was planted
by th.: new settlers to potatoes, and
the first year brought an excellent
vield of big. white “meaty” potatoes.

)

conceived the idea of packaging
them in small sacks and having the
railroad trainmen throw them off
at stops all along the line, And h

Bakers.”

He personally took bags of the
potatoes into Chicago and distrib-
uted them free to all restaurants
and hotels. The stunt worked and
today the “Idaho Baker” is known
around the world. Mr. Tyden told
the writer in 1947: “One of the
greatest thrills of my life was ex-
g perienced during the First World
p: war when I went into a restaurant
of in London and found ‘Idaho Bakers’
fe] On the menu.”

Perfect Freight Car Lock
But during those early years Mr.
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lrs Tyden continued to use his inventive

.. genuis and in 1898 perfected a seal
and lock for freight cars, which were
ering with a Chicago firm for man-
ufacture of the item, he chanced to
visit a Colorado ranch. There he
made the acquaintance of Richard
Messer, a Hastings banker. When the
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known as New Sweden near Idaho

But there was no market. Mr, Tyden*
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