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^& v^r the years the column uk- 
» m e so well kpown ’that' read
ers came to regard Putterville as 
a real community and often let
ters- written to one of its char-
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smg—nignest of the season. But 
by 10 a. m. Monday it was down 
to 51 as a plains’ states cold 
front pushed out the -warm, gulf 
air, and a high of only about 60 
was forecast for the day. '

Monday night it will get even 
cooler, with a 44 low in prospect, 
but a mild 68—a happy medium 
between the extremes—is fore
cast for Tuesday.

Fair skies will accompany the 
cooler temperatures, and high 
winds—reaching to gusts of more 
than 50 miles an hour early Mon
day are expected to diminish î a 
during the night. ■ pn«w

A year ago the temperature!___
was in the mid-80s, but under' 
weather conditions which circum-J^, 
vented the rash of severe thun- 
derstorms and tornado warnings 
which Jiave plagued Lansing and 
the rest of Michigan for the past 
weekend. - ’

Rainfall to date this month,, inr. 
eluding a little less than a quar
ter of an inch earl^ Sunday, 
totals 4.78 inches — more than 
three and a quarter inches above 
normal.
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*ioumai; ti£  late. J. Gpttlieb Seut- 
^ e r , fonne^;, mayor, , an(J Judge 
Charles :HT Hayden and the late 

T^laudaJE. Cady, fqnner postmas
te r  andpongressmra; the last two 
3ichoolmates of Esrhl's at the old 
, Cedar sL school.

M . Although Mr.'-fttt spent most 
-« t  his life in  Lansing, he was 
oom in McBrides (M o n tc a 1 m 
county) and came here as a child 

■̂ with his parents and grandpar- 
»ents. Some of his fondest reminis- 
dences were of his school days in 
North Lansing. The school since 
has been razed.

*-;■ Friends recall that Mr. Pitt al- 
ways wore the first dandelion of 
the spring in his.coat lapel. Oth
ers remembered that he helped 
Mr.'VerLinden and Harry L. Con
rad draw the rough plans for the S " 
old Durant (now Fisher Body)' 
plant on-.VerLanden ave.

Always •'thoughtful of others,
Mr. Pitt joined with several lead
ing citizens to provide relief for 
needy families after the market 
crash of 1929. This group was 
identified as the Home Folks Re
lief club and those financially 
able contributed 50 cents weekly
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ters were directed by postal au-̂ ____
thorities to The State Journal. !

The old Reo Motor Car com-»oi»a 
pany sponsored a band and once '''''‘̂ "*'i
a year the musical aggregation-------
held a “Putterville Night" con
cert at which tunes of yesteryear 
were played, to the delight of lis
teners. .

Many top news stories of de
veloping Lansing were written by 
Mr. Pitt but probably the most 
colorful was his eye-witness ver
sion of a holdup at Stabler’s 
clothing More on E. Grand River 
.aye. in North Lansing. He wrote! 
a first-person story for he had: 

le e n  in the store at the time - j 
“ His “Wayside Pickups” were 

humorous anecdotes and inci-| 
•dents involving Lansing citizens! 
from all segments of the commun
ity . Others followed with keen 
taterest his “Letters to Et”, re- 
^ o u n t i n g  satirically legislative 
happenings as viewed by a “spe
cial sitting janitor” to his wife. 

J.AUDED AT LUNCHEON 
' For  his many contributions to 
• Xansing as a reporter and his part 
,-in North Lansing histoiy, Mr.
. ^ t t  was given a testimonial 
/luncheon Jan. 26, 1953, at which 
he was praised by his “boss,” Paul/
.A. Martin, nublisher.of The S ta t/
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ito provide food, bedding 
clothing for the destitute.

“ Being a former newspaperboy 
he also was active for years in 
the Old Newsboys’ association 
and the Palmer shoe fund which it 
eventually absorbed. He also was 
a charter member of Lansing 
Newspaper Guild and conUnued 

_ to  hold its No. 1 card at toe Umeij 
of his death. Another of his «g SSSSS!
possessions was a life member- is -  
ship in toe North Side Commer- 

— cial club.
For some years before retinng 

from toe daily newspaper routine 
in 1947, Mr. Pitt spent the winter 

— months at Safety Harbor, Florida 
and summers here. During the 
winters, he continued his column 
writing and did general news 
writing, too, upon his return each 
spring. The Pitts for years bved 
on N. Cedar st., and later on N.
Capitol ave.

On retiring. Mr. Pitt hioved to 
6 Ionia, where his Wife, Mildred,
-o became ill prior to his being 
-■ stricken. She remains a patient 
S ' in the Cook convalescent home in 
2-Ionia. The former M ild red ^a l,
“  1 they were married Nov. 5, 1907..

AN ACTIVE MASON
While here, Mr. Pitt took a 

Icwn interest in Masonic a c t i^
!tl6s, and became affiliated with 
!toat fraternal order.'’ He was a


