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';•> >f>\ ANIflVEiSARY OF 
VERM ONM LE

Also thf 5«tb AniUversar)' of 
Thi.’ Ktktoii (.̂ uunty 

•M Pioneer Boclety

JUP lUKl. il, FORD’S iFlDDUSB 
I.Kji FAVORITE .

iijirKe Atleiiduiice and Wonderf«i 
l*i-oKrani Was Rendered

A red letter day In the history of 
our distinguished village, VermoBt- 
ville, was last Thursday, when all 
roads led to that place, the occasion 
being the 8»th anniversary o f  Ui* 
Eaton County Historical and Pioneer 
society.

Fortune surely smiled .on the vtl> 
lage ttiat day. for the weather was 
simply delightful, even the little 
shower that threatened for a time 
to send the picnickers, about to 
spread their dinner, to cover, not be
ing serious enough to spoil anyone’s 
pleasure.

Verraontville was gaily dressed 
for its anniversary, flags and pen
nants and bunting being used in 
street decorations, while an electric 
sign, ’Woh oine,” hung, hospitably, 
over the slr(iet. Tiu- wliole atmos- 
I’herc was iilled wtih good feeljng 
au'i g( niality.

Main street of the village is new
ly paved, and on this the sports were 
held, while the picnic and program 
were belli in (ho pretty little near
by park, the lacy l)ranches of the tall 
maples meetiiig in cool shade over 
ail. Tables and seats were provided 
for the basket dinner, and everything 
whs done with that spirit of t'ore- 
tlioiiglit and service that lias evi
dently came down from the peojile 
who founded the place with an intel- 
iigeacG and kysteni unfortunately un- 
usuai in the founding of nur aeUle- 
jneuts.'-Tivy •, .

There waa a ru r  l^rge attoK^uca 
and a ma,torUy of tb^ nncUennc'ffiat 
listened to'the prograin aRdr din
ner were comfortably sontadi While 
young people w ere.p^enl i«  
uumbere, .thoae -.taelTv 
8(>’».— ye*# in ttielir iodTt FOr# V 
guoJi* fli^’hoajor of (be day/ihe^diif^ 

' , eecovted ''to i?' Hkî

goo^ -
On Flibelj «7, 

log w*« ;|ieUl;dad Ai ' 
extended,

~fcnd,
Bpe^eally ^rq^ lJ iaS^x t l®  
suppbn ,«f, the'
tion of tbo 8airt»th, ptfoklblUon 
the perpetuating of-."ibe saiue 
arjr' privileges iWe ore pcrmUited^toi 
enjoy here.”; Forty-two tton *lined 
tbiil documdht>- end «  committee of 
two was sppdliited- to inTesttggte) U e  
obsracter aitd Itaa'diog'of n|^l
daate.‘' to the colony.' Thu*

antborided to ^ o c F ’ eiiluple 
landSj, that ‘they be- stithDrised. 
purchase 6,760 acres of-land, nine 
sqnere. that^no tndivfdnal should be 
permlttetl to take more than ione 
farm of 160 acre* and one vlUage let 
of ten acres, that anyone Joining the 
colony should advance $212.50, the 
price of that amount of lao(] and that 
each should give his note f o r '$25 
to be used towards building u mcet- 
ingrlto-Use.

Rev.,8. Cochrane and I. C. Culver 
were''appointed the committee to In
vestigate characters of applicants and 
Cdl. J. B. Soovllle, Deacon S. E, 
Church and Wm. Q. Henry were 
elected agents to select and purchase ?■ 
lands. I •<

Mr. Church's story of that trip Is ,  
recorded in Mr. Strange's pioneer 
history and reads like a story. Qf 
their coming to Michigan, reconnolt- ■ 
erlpg through Barry, Calhoun, and pi 
Ionia counties without finding wnat.j. 
they wanted, flaally on the advice o f ' 
Col. Barnes of Gull I’ ralrle, coming 
to what i.s now Vermoutville tow'i, 
ship and finding just the place, witli^., 
enough laud to go around, there be-g 
Ing but one settlor there at the" '̂ 
time. The very spot where the pic-’’-' 
nickers sat Thursday was part of the 
land taken up by these pioneers and., 
across diagonally on a corner Is a 
huge conglomerate, stone bearing an’  
inscription which reads: '
■ "On this plot at ground wsa erect

ed the first house in 1838, ttfiM nntll| 
the early 50’s. Also to 18*4.. Thhi, 
boulder was placed In 1828 und*n 
the. dfrectlon Of the VwmoniVUd* 
Orange. Wo. 62gJ*- X

On the lot adJkcejat  ̂ ia i* 
.binding Fhlch tigyrM tbi 
Sturppke pf acnlUfi ĵr nt)d
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