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Large Attendance and Wonderfui
Program Was Rendered
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A red letter day In the history of
our distinguished village, Vermont-
ville, was last Thursday, when all
roads led to that place, the occasion
being the 89th anmiversary of’ the
Eaton County Historical and Ploneer
society.

Fortune surely smiled on the vil«
lage that day, for the weather was
simply delightful, even the little
shower that threatened for a thue
to send the plenickers, about td
spread their dinner, to cover, not be-
ing serious enough to spoil anyoneée’s
pleasure,

Vermontville was gaily dressed

for its anniversary, flags and pen-
nants and bunting being used In
street decorations, while an electric
sigi, “Welcome,” hung. hospitably
over the street. The whole atmoes-
phere was filled with good feeling
and gonianlity.

Main street of the village is new-

Iy paved, and on this the sports were
held, while the pienic and program
were held in the pretty Mttle near-
by park, the lacy branches of the tall
maples meeting in cool shade over
all. Tables and seats were provided
for the basket dinner, and everything
was done with that spirit of fore-
thought and serviee that has evi-
dently came down from the people
who founded the place with an intel-
ligence and system unlortunately un-
usual m tha tounding of our settie-
ments,

'I‘hele waa a vsfy lqrge atteundayce
and & majority of the gudienge” that
listened .to'the program aftér din-
ner were comfertably seated. . While
young ‘pegple Were. prelent in-

uumbers,  those s, BQ’s.

§0’s,—~yes; in their (008 Wore
#uctls of homor af tke dayy the ‘ong

‘| this document,. and a committee o!

1were authorided to::

:ggcﬂ\eauy ﬁ”noﬂglh or - rthe. Hberst ]

[of the gospel, the ‘Obsetva §
tion ‘of u;e Sabbath, Ptohlutlon. :
‘| the _berpetunting ot:“(he samé t)r-‘ po
ary’ privileges We are permitted tofl po
enjoy ' here.” Forty-two men :

two was .appointed-to ‘lnvuu;qy,o

‘cilaracter ang mmmg of -all’ t b

cants: to the ‘eolony. - Théao ¥ 4c
-ulublq

lands, that they: be. authorized te| "
purchase 5,760 acres of -land, minef 7
square, that no indivfdual should be| uc
permitted to take ‘more than -onef g,
tarm of 160 acres and one village lot
of tem acres, that anyone joining the
colony should asdvance $212.50, the] -U
price of that amount of lang and that| s
each should give his note for- $25
o be used towards building o meet-f ,
ingshouse. - A
Rev. 8. Cochrane and I. C, Culver] “»
were’ appomted the committes to in-f-p
vestigate chargcters of applicants and 3¢
Cél. J. B. Scoville, Deacon 8. E,
Church and Wm. G. Henry were
elected agents to select and purchn- O
lands. . -9
Mr. Church’s story of that trlp is 5.
recorded in Mr. Strange’s pioneer
history and reads like a story. af ™
their .coming to Michigan, reconnoit- -
ering through Barry, Calhoun, ard p
Ionia counties without finding wuac?
they wanted, finally on the advice of
Col. Barnes of Gull Prafrfe, coming ™
to what is now Vermontville tow
ship and finding just the place, wu. n
enough land to go around, there be-
ing but one settler there at the
time, The very spot where the pie-**
nickers sut Thursday was part of the
land taken up by these ploneers and.,
acrogs dingonally on a corper 18 a
huge conglomerate, stone bearing m
inscription which reads:
« "On this plot ¢f ground wag erect-
ed the first house in- 1838, uséd until,
the early 50's. Algo to 1844. Th!a
boulder was placed im 1828 -uud
the. direction 0. the Vﬂ'monﬁ'
Grange, No. 6252"
. On .the lot adjacent sy is 159
bnnaing whick urvM m !
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