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HtotQrSd^K,1^^i'IKM Mciety is ^  
tMu oonj^Apilftteii' on the success of 
the, JMetiOK. f l a  preflidedr refy ahly, 
liilh.̂ t>vocn*tin het&K carried through 
nWMi admirably. He was o n  the job ev­
ery 'caiBute> resourceful and efficient. 
No time had been wasted by the peo­
ple present before the program be­
gan. Former residents of Vermont- 
vtUe were there for the handshake 
and renewing of old ties, and eager 
greetings were heard on every side. 
A stand had been arranged for the 
program, and there Mr. Green mus­
tered a number of the old pioneers 
or their descendants, who were called 
on In turn for remarks.

'  Splendid music was furnished by 
a chorus from the Grange that won 
third place in the sIntBhg festival 
hejd by the M. S. C., at ISast Lansing 
recently and ajl who beard it 
Thursday vlere quite sure a mistake 
had been made by the Judges, aud 
that It should have won first.

The principal address of the after-' 
noon was given by Oanlel Strange, 
of OaeV’ .,, author of the PloUher 
History of Eaton County that should 
he in the home of every family in 
the county interested in local his­
tory. His talk bristled with Inter­
esting Information. He read the 
story of the settling of the township 
which shows plainly why Vennont- 
ville has always held a "unique 
place in our county,— It ''comes of 
good stock.” Jt was the third town­
ship settled in Eaton couhty,. Eaton 
boA 'B ellevue, having preceded it.

Away back In 1835 Rev.. Sylvest­
er  Cochrane of Verrapnt ' visited 
Michigan with a view to locating, 
b ^  he found setUostents. so scatter- 

% in f; and epportuBliies for the educa-I tion o f bis five-children so meager, 
add means of religious worship so 
 ̂ bare, that he returned to his home 

..i^  .Vermont with the idea, of colonl- 
].;Xatiqh . In his head and forthwith 

'’Vproceeded to advance -it. He found 
■others"'ready lor the-adventure and 

.glriie Verinonters gqt together- 
■ .^Am.illianned a tonfn in Michigan be- 

.they ever' left VeriDdnt. Pity 
"more'.'towns are noi'thns planned,- 

' o f  ,ltke 'Topsy, just -grow*
■■ AferiaoatvlUe hwor at»
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aow-ut̂ sijijhlfMi . . ,
te^'-ot, tlHs-ptuimr,.

haiv whb that showed
' iodlas. at̂  

taffihS w  Manth.
although In « r  80's did not look,TO 
and spoke with an ease and grace 
of the early days in Vermoutville. 
when it was considered the Athena ol 
Eaton county. ■

Mrs. Marsh also was a teacher 
when she was a young woman, at 
Vermontville, im'd at the close of the 
Civil War, which took many of young 
fellows from the the village, three 
negroes were brought home by re­
turned soldiers, who were students in 
her class, one being I,ewlB Rigg.s 
who for years resided In Charlotte.

The address of welcome was given 
In cordial words by A .  Crook. Pres, 
of the village, who said the history 
of pioneer days In Vermontville 
shows that the days of courage and 
romance did not pass away-with the 
old Knights of the Hound Table and 
that ho and others of the village are 
praud of the record of these pioueers 
and are trying to keej> faith with 
these founders.

An airplane was on the grounds 
to take passengers for short trips, 
and this plane, circling over head. 
While It often completely "drowned 
out” the words oi; the speakers, yet 
added an Interesting feature to these 
people whose forbears they were 
hearing about who had found it hard 
to make two miles a day when they 
were driviiig Into the country, the 
roads were so Impassable. Mud, 
bub high, under brush and swamp 
land, did their best to discourage 
these first settlers. Now automo­
biles and airplanes are annihilating 
distance, and make such gatherings 
a comparatively easy matter.

A fine talk, just the sort people 
enjoy out-of-doors at such a time, 
was given by Rev. Wra. H. Hayes, 
professor of education at Olivet Col­
lege. and the audienoe was able to 
heat- Jos, H. Hooper, candidate for 
Congress from the Third Congress- 
slonal district, who was introduced 
hy Jones Martin o'f Battle Oregk, 
grandson of Wells-R. Martin, one of 
the early colonists. Mr. Hooper bad 
the good sense to make his 'tali' 
short and sngppy, but it was tuff'
J ' tCoaiiiu)  ̂eu lsit ps(c columa aatf
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