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Anything l i k e  a com plete  r o s t e r  o f  the men who were the 
"backb on e” o f  V e rm o n tv i l le  comm ercial l i f e  i s  n o t  p o s s ib l e  but 
the names o f  0 ,  G. S te b b in s ,  W il la r d  D ick in so n , Wm# B odine,
D an ie l Church, M. J .  Cunningham, and Frank J .  B a i le y  come at 
once in to  the th ou gh t, a l l  >3)f whom have passed beyond e x c e p t  
Mr. B a i le y ,  who has been the lo n g e s t  con tin u ou s  r e s id e n t  o f  the 
v i l l a g e ,  r e t i r e d  from b s in e s s  bu t  s t i l l  m en ta lly  a l e r t  a t  the 
age o f  84 y e a r s .

s in c e  the e a r l y  8 0 ' s we f i n d  the names o f  C. E. Hammond,
Andrew Alderman, George Lamb, Frank Loomis, A. G. J e w e l l ,  George 
W. Browning, Horace L. C u r t is ,  J .  B. S tone, C h a rles  and Frank 
H u ll ,  C hester  and Frank Ambrose, S. S. R ock w ell ,  J .  C. Downing,
David Young, Spencer A l le n ,  D an ie l i\ llen , M. L. S t i l e s ,  S. A.
F u l l e r ,  W o  M. G r isw o ld , and John Rhodes t o  whose p u b l i c  s p i r i t  
w h ile  v i l l a g e  p r e s id e n t ,  we owe our p re se n t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  b u i l t  
Town H a l l .  A l l  o f  th ese  have l e f t  the e a r t h ly  scene o f  t h e i r  la b o r s .

E. B. Hammond, E. D. Barber, W. C. A ls o v e r ,  C. A, Anderson 
and E. G. Bowman have p la y ed  t h e i r  la rg e  p a r t  in  v i l l a g e  l i f e .
To Mr. A n d erson 's  a c t i v i t y  i s  due our p re s e n t  f i n e  pavement in  
the c e n te r  o f  the v i l l a g e ,  w h ile  to  the e n t h u s ia s t i c  optim ism  o f  
Mr. Roy Mathews we owe in  la rg e  p a r t  the b u i ld in g  o f  our p re s e n t  
day f i n e  s ch o o l  b u i ld in g .

[

Thorn are many oLliors from Llie beg in n in g  up to the p re se n t  
v/hose names r e c a l l  those  who in  a more q u ie t  way c o n t r ib u te d  t o  
a w orthw hile  v i l l a g e  l i f e .  We may mention the names o f  Fay,
Sprague, Lake, T racy , Hyde, K e l le y ,  B a le , H anford, T y le r ,  Morey, 
Dorman, S lo u t ,  Lackey. These f i t  in t o  the woven p a tte r n  o f  V ' t v i l l e  
h i s t o r y  f o r  i t  i s  not always the b r ig h t e s t  threads that tend to  a 
" f ir m  s t u f f "  but the warp which i s  the background and f irm  
fo u n d a t io n  f o r  the w eaving, though o f f  tim es o f  n e u tra l  c o l o r .

Only two fa m i l ia r  names -  Barber and Lamb -  may be seen on 
Main S t r e e t  today  but the group o f  p eop le  -  a l i s t  t o o  lon g  to  
enumerate -  who are engaged in  our p re s e n t  b u s in e s s  a c t i v i t i e s  s t i l l  
c o o p e ra te  and su cceed  in  keep in g  V e rm o n tv i l le  a pop u lar  tra d in g  
p o i n t .

W hile t h i s  r e co rd  d e a ls  o f  n e c e s s i t y  w ith  the g e n e ra l  growth 
o f  V e rm o n tv i l le  in  e v ery  l i n e ,  and in  which the men o f  the comm­
u n ity  p layed  the la r g e r  and more prom inent p a r t ,  i t  shou ld  never 
be f o r g o t t e n  th a t  back o f  thse s tood  the p io n e e r  women who in  s i l e n t  
but staunch l o y a l t y  to  t h e i r  men, endured w ith  extreme f o r t i t u d e  
atid p a t ie n c e  a l l  the h a rd sh ip s  o f  l i f e  in  a new co u n try .  Who, 
amid s ca n ty  fo o d  a t  t im es , la ck  o f  e v e ry  c o m fo r t ,  b e s e t  by home­
s ic k n e s s ,  s t i l l  " c a r r ie d  o n " .  My grandmother, Emily R. M artin , 
who spen t the l a s t  f i f t y  y ea rs  o f  l i f e  in  t h i s  M ichigan town, never 
u n t i l  her  p a ss in g  in  1885, was ab le  t o  q u ite  overcome her hom esick 
•longing f o r  the Green Mountains o f  her n a t iv e  Vermont. A l l  honor 
to  th ese  p io n e e r  women and t h e i r  e q u a l ly  brave s u c c e s s o r s !


